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Statement
The EAJS has grown to become the largest academic association in the field of Japanese
Studies outside of Japan. It plays an important role linking national associations of Japanese
studies in Europe and, at the same time, forms a nexus between Japan specialists in Europe
and those in Japan, East Asia, and the United States. It is a great honour to have been
nominated as candidate for president of the EAJS, and I am highly grateful. If elected, I would
like to work towards establishing networks with other area studies associations in Europe and
Japan. In my own work, I have cooperated intensely and fruitfully with scholars working on
China and South Korea, but also on Latin America and Africa. I would like to strengthen the
perspective on Japan as part of the East Asian region also within the EAJS and hope to initiate
contacts and scholarly conversations that allow EAJS members to engage in interdisciplinary
studies of Japan in a global context while at the same time widening and deepening our
understanding of Japan.
At the same time, I would like to initiate discussions within the EAJS and between Japanese
Studies and other area studies in Europe about ways to further develop areas studies and to
ensure a sustainable and productive future for our field. As a social scientist and a Japan
specialist, I am also keen on expanding the Association’s networks with associations in the
disciplines in social sciences and the humanities, thus contributing to interdisciplinary
exchange and supporting joint research initiatives which highlight the continuing relevance of
regional expertise for scholarly inquiry.
As treasurer of the EAJS since 2011, I have been responsible for the EAJS office, EAJS legal and
tax issues, and especially for fund raising. In that role, together with the staff in the EAJS office,
I have been responsible for annual grant applications to the Japan Foundation and the Toshiba
International Foundation to generate funding for the EAJS office, but also for activities such
as the EAJS Ph.D. Workshops, the Toshiba International Foundation Fellowships, and the
triennial EAJS International Conference. I also want to emphasize building networks with
funding organizations to increase the amount of funding the EAJS can distribute for research
fellowships and training workshops, especially for young scholars.
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From 2009 until 2020, she was Head of FU Berlin’s Center for Area Studies.
She is a member of the German-Japanese Forum, a government advisory body on GermanJapanese relations, a member of the Editorial Advisory Board of Japan Forum (since 2011)
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